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Dear Friends, 

Thank you for giving generously to The Ability Center (TAC). Because of you, TAC is able 
to continue to advance our mission to provide people impacted by disabilities with a daily 
opportunity to be fit, active, healthy and to play. Your gifts have supported a variety of 
initiatives and programming, including RampUp. 

RampUp creates spaces for friends and families – of all abilities – to gather and enjoy 
time together. Our Capital Campaign Project – Moss Universal Park – America’s First all 

inclusive park, is a key example of how RampUp works in the community. Moss Universal Park goes beyond the 
playground, beyond compliance, and deploys true inclusion. This site is 18 acres of universal inclusion where 
everybody will be empowered to play together. Thank you again for your continued support and all that you do for 
The Ability Center. 

With Great Appreciation, 

Damian Buchman, Founder and Executive Director

Ollie’s vacation was 
made more accessible 
with a trail chair rental.

40+
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

6
COMMUNITY EVENTS

50+
FAMILIES IMPACTED

RAMPUP
The Ability Center’s goal is 
to provide a higher quality 
of life for people of all 
abilities by transforming 
greater Milwaukee into the 
most universally inclusive 
recreation destination in the 
world. Through community 
collaboration, TAC’s RampUp 
program designs, builds, 
and implements universally 
inclusive recreational 
opportunities. TAC has 
successfully “Ramp(ed)Up” 
multiple locations across 
Milwaukee, including Bradford 
Beach and Veterans Park, 
where the community can 
come together to enjoy 
beautiful days on the lakefront. 

VETERANS PARK
Together with Wheel Fun Rentals, Milwaukee County 
Parks, Northwestern Mutual, and the community, 
Veterans Park is Ramped Up! Pedaling a bike with your 
feet is not the only way to take a ride! Enjoy hand cycles, 
for free, whenever Wheel Fun Rentals is open. Biking is 
now open for ALL abilities. 

BRADFORD BEACH
RampUp was born in 2015, with the first project being 
Bradford Beach. With the support of the community, 
Milwaukee County Parks and donor support The Ability 
Center was able to place a ramp to the sand, a Mobi-mat 
to the waterfront, and accessible beach wheelchairs at 
The Dock. Bradford Beach went from being inaccessible 
to inclusive from walkways to water and has since been 
declared America’s most accessible fresh water beach 
by the Christopher and Dana Reeves Foundation.

This summer TAC hosted 
Bike Together, bringing 
together 30+ community 
members. Participants were 
able to bike, play, and enjoy 
Milwaukee’s lakefront! 
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MOSS? LIKE THE PLANT?
Moss Universal Park will be America’s FIRST all inclusive park. From play to fitness, ball 
fields to therapy pockets, picnics to pathways, Moss Universal Park is for everyBODY. 

But why will it be called Moss Universal Park?

A universal park is a multi-million dollar project that was a dream for the community, to allow access for everyone; 
access to sport, access to play, access to recreation, access to nature. That dream started to become reality with a 
$2.5 million donation from the George F. Moss Charitable Trust.

But who is George F. Moss?

Moss, known to his friends and family by his middle name, 
French, was president and Chairman of the Board of Western 
States Envelope Company. He lived all his life in Wauwatosa 
and it was his lifelong wish to donate his life’s earnings to 
charity. In order to make this happen, he made arrangements for 
the George F. Moss Charitable Trust to be started in his name 
upon his death. Moss was a sensitive man and had a heart for 
people. With his foundation’s gift launching the first universal 
park, we are honored to commemorate the project in his name, 
Moss Universal Park. 

“�George French Moss, known to us as Uncle French, was a kind, gentle and humble man, and never wanted to draw 
attention to himself but rather was genuinely interested in focusing on others. He was a gentleman in every respect 
of the word, and I know that he would have been so proud to be a part of the Moss Universal Park, which will have 
such a positive impact not just within the Wauwatosa community, but also around the country as it becomes a model 
for other cities.” 

- Beth Peterson, niece of George “French” Moss

The Moss Universal Capital Campaign has raised almost $6.5M toward our $17M goal as of September 2024!

To learn more be a supporter, sponsor, or donor visit universalpark.org  

Francie Luke 
Silverman Foundation Elm Fund II

Thank you to The Ability Center’s generous donors and sponsors.

“...he was a kind, gentle 
and humble man... He was a 
gentleman in every respect 
of the word, and I know 
that he would have been 
so proud to be a part of the 
Moss Universal Park.”
- Beth Peterson, niece of George “French” Moss
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